
L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 2207 YA

Canadian Society

2006-2007
Instructor: Dr. David A. Nock     


                   Monday:  2:30-4:00 p.m.       Office: RB 2036           


             Wednesday:  2:30-4:00 p.m.
Telephone:  343-8531


         RB 3026
Office Hours
          

Tuesday:  2:00 – 4:30 p.m.
In this course we will examine the values, economic, sociohistorical, and geographical forces which have affected the nature of Canadian society.  One of the key issues we will examine is the alleged "fragility" of Canadian society.  Given the pull of the United States, the push by Francophones in Quebec for their own country, and alienation in various regions and social groups, can Canada survive?

COURSE OUTLINE
   1.
Introduction:  course outline

   2.
The Question of Society:  Hiller

   3.
The Question of Autonomy:  Hiller

   4.
The Issue of Inequality:  Hiller

   5.
The Issue of Regionalism:  Hiller

   6.
The Issue of Ethnicity:  Hiller

   7.
The Issue of Uniqueness:  Hiller

   8.
The Question of Identity:  Hiller

   9.
The End of Canada Seen in Historical Perspective [Moffett and Smith, Orchard]

 10.
George Grant's Lament for a Nation:  A Canadian Classic [Grant and Hurtig]

 11.
Resistance and Accommodation to the US Presence, 1968-1984 [Hurtig]
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 12.
The Betrayal of Canada in the 1980s and 1990s?  [Hurtig, Orchard]

 13.
Canadian Cultural Dissimilarities to the U.S. [various including Hurtig, Grant, Orchard and 
Adams]

 14.
The Concern about Modern Individualism


-
Durkheim et al.
 15.
Mosaic Madness


-
R. Bibby

 16.
Habits of the Heart and the Issue of Relativism


-
R. Bellah et al.

 17.
The Closing of the American Mind


-
Allan Bloom

 18.
Alternatives:  The Old Believers

 19.
Alternatives:  The Hutterites

Textbooks (Available at Bookstore)

 1.
Harry H. Hiller, Canadian Society:  A Macro Analysis. 2005.  5th edition.

 2.
Bibby, Reginald W., Mosaic Madness. 

 3.
Adams, Michael, Fire and Ice:  The United States, Canada and the Myth of Converging Values. 

Recommended Reading
1.
G. Grant, Lament for a Nation.

2.   Trevor W. Harrison and John W. Friesen, Canadian Society in the Twenty-First Century.

3.   The Canadian Encyclopedia (online or hardcopy)

4.   www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/

Ideally, the three textbooks should be bought by everyone.  The instructor does not lend his own copies.  Active reading requires that each student should obtain his/her own personal copy whenever possible.  There is often a rush for the copy that is available in the library.
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Recommended Material for Discourse with Mosaic Madness
 1.
Bellah, R. et al.  Habits of the Heart:  Individualism and Commitment in American

Life, 1985.

 2.
Bloom, Allan.  The Closing of the American Mind, 1987.

 3.
Durkheim, E.  Suicide (and other works), 1897.

 4.
Hostetler, J.  Hutterite Society, 1974.

 5.
Scheffel, D.  In the Shadow of Antichrist:  The Old Believers of Alberta, 1991.


 6.
Peter C. Newman.  The Canadian Revolution:  From Deference to Defiance, 1995.

 7.
Neil Nevitte,  The decline of deference:  Canadian value change in cross-national 
prospective, 1996.

 8.
Michael Adams, Sex in the snow:  Canadian social values at the end of the millennium, 
1996.


 9.
Robert C. Putman, Bowling Alone:  The Collapse and Revival of American Community, 
2000.

Evaluation











          Due


A.
Study Skills Assignment.…………………...10%               
October 4, 2006


B.
First Clipping Assignment…………….……15%           
November 20, 2006



C.  In Class Test of First Term Work…………...
15%

January 17, 2007


D.
Second Clipping Assignment……………….
15%

March 7, 2007


E.
Classroom Presentation……………………..15%

TBA – Normally 2nd term

      F.
Final Examination…….……………………..30%

April 10-21, 2007
Educational Philosophy
In most universities, "lectures" by the professor are balanced by a tutorial section which involves students more directly.  In this class, lectures by the professor will be balanced by relevant a.v. material and by a classroom presentation by students.  Each of these methods of instruction is important.  Students should take each seriously and actively, e.g. by taking notes during videos and student presentations.  Questions on exams may refer to each of these sources of information, for example.  Attendance is very important as students are expected to have been present for all facets of learning.
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Clipping Assignments – 15% each x 2 = 30%
The clipping assignments consist of selecting newspaper-newsmagazine articles, xeroxed and dated, and then providing an analytical summary and analysis relating the story to the themes of the course and textbooks.  Recommended sources include current and former copies of Time, National Post, Globe and Mail, Toronto Star, Macleans, Winnipeg Free Press, Report, Chronicle-Journal, Montreal Gazette, Ottawa Citizen, Calgary Herald, Vancouver Sun, Halifax Chronicle Herald and other big city newspapers held at the university.  Clippings should not consist of lengthy magazine-style articles but should be one or two xeroxed pages.  No clipping will be accepted which dates before May 1, 2006.

The write-up for each selected article should summarize clearly the article, stressing the main points in the student's own words.  You should avoid rephrasing the article in its own style.  The style of the summary should clearly be yours.  Then you should clearly relate the content of the clippings to the themes of the course as presented in the textbooks or class lectures.  Please be specific and point out when or where by page number or date.  The aim of the clipping assignment is to show how the textbooks are related to what is going on in the world today.

Clippings selected should reflect a "news" focus about current events related to the topics of the course such as French-English relations, regionalism, the nature and protection of Canadian culture, multiculturalism, foreign ownership, aboriginal relations and aspects of Canadian identity.  You may choose a news item, editorial, column of opinion, or even in some cases (but rarely) a letter to the editor.

First you must choose relevant clippings to the course.  Then you must consider the quality of the clipping–like anything else, clippings vary in their quality.  Then you must write a description of the clipping's content.  This must be in your own words and organization and should not slavishly follow the clipping but it should provide a reader with all that is needed to understand the story.  It is a good idea to preface the description with a general introductory paragraph.  After the description, you should provide an analysis which makes reference to relevant passages of the texts (or in some cases course material).  This analysis should be your own analysis but it should emphasize analytical and social scientific points.  For example, if talking about the separatist movement, I don't look for your emotional response to separatism but how you are able to locate separatism in its socio-historical context.  Thus your opinion is solicited but not your off-the-cuff emotional response but your opinion in terms of an analytical context.  The write-up for each clipping should be 4-6 pages.  A copy of each clipping should be included, properly dated and with the source legible.  Patricia Gray's book Headlining Sociology may be of some use.

Study Skills Assignment – 10%
Students must précis in your own words and with your own personal emphasis the material on the study skills website listed under Recommended Reading.  Then you must list three tips which you feel will be most relevant to improving your own study skills.  [c.5 pages, doublespaced, typed (ie not handwritten).  See www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/
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Classroom Presentation - 15%

You will be asked to present one of the clippings you select from your Written Newspaper Clipping assignments in class orally.  Your total of clippings selected remains two in total.  You will submit both clippings in written form but one of them you also present orally.  The one difference between the written and oral presentation is that in the latter you should raise a question for the class to respond to.  You must consult with the professor about the clipping you wish to present as it must be relevant to the class content.  It is a good idea to have more than one clipping ready to present in case someone else gets to your clipping first (this rarely happens but occasionally it does).  Generally speaking the assignment goes well.  Most people are a little nervous–that is natural but this assignment is good training for the white-collar jobs you will have in the future.

Aims of the Course
  1.
To allow students to learn the distinctively sociological approach to the study of Canadian society. 

  2.
To provide students with information about the major trends and changes in Canadian


values and institutions.

  3.
To encourage students in white collar skills such as writing of reports and examinations and speaking in public which will be useful in gaining employment.

Caveats, Cautions and Encouragements
  1.
Students are encouraged to engage in active reading of personal copies of textbooks - making notes in margins, underlining or circling key words, sentences and concepts, making your indexes as you go along.

  2.
Students are advised that personal attendance at classes is correlated with better grades.  Material tends to be related from one class to another and attending the occasional class here and there tends to discourage making connections.  If you are away, having a friend "take notes" may be helpful, but it will never be a perfect alternative to your own presence.  To quote Susan Day "Learning in Large Sociology classes" Teaching Sociology 1994, vol.22, April:161, "this study made clear that students who attended class more often scored higher on essay and multiple-choice examinations than students who attended class less often."

  3.
Students should know what plagiarism is and the penalties involved.  Plagiarism includes far more than 'buying' the work of other persons.
  4.
Assignments must be handed in on time.  Penalties for late submission will apply.
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 5.
Students are encouraged to speak up, make points, and ask questions as all these encourage learning and understanding.

 6.
It is expected that students will make an effort to use proper English grammar, style, and spelling in all assignments.   See Appendix.  (Page 9)
 7.
The professor is not responsible for the choice of the room.  This is done by bureaucrats armed with computers.  Do not blame me if there is discomfort in sitting, seeing, or hearing.

 8.
Please arrive to class on time (ideally a little early).  Also students should stay in class until its conclusion.  When late arrival or departure is necessary, please do so quietly.
 9.
Scholarship should not be a grim matter.  Try and enjoy the course.  Always remember that what you put in, will influence what you get out of it.  Bringing the right attitude of curiosity and interest is more important than the amount of knowledge you possess at the beginning.

10.
To limit disruption to your fellow students, the following have been suggested:  turn off cell phones, pagers and watch alarms, restrict conversation to class related topics and avoid eating and drinking especially when noisy paper or pull-tabs are involved.  Such eating and drinking interrupts other students, the instructor--and the student who might be eating and drinking as well!  Avoid knitting.  In general, avoid diverting your attention or that of others or the instructor from the objectives of the classroom.  Please note, recent research points out the ineffectiveness of so-called "multi-tasking"  Cell phone use in cars causes traffic accidents!  Academic work should be treated with the commitment and attention of any valued advanced pursuit.
11.
Do not ask the instructor in any fashion whatsoever to raise your grade because you "need" a higher grade.  Such requests undermine the entire grading system and in the words of a last year student quoted in the Toronto Star newspaper, it is not fair to the other students.  You alone are responsible for your mark by the quality of your work.  This can be improved by conscientious effort aided by one or more of the books listed. (See Appendix on Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns). (Page 9)
12.
Students must expect to write exams and tests on the dates set.  Students are expected to be available for all scheduled tests, examinations, and submissions. 
13.
All students must expect to make an Oral Presentation in class.  Sufficient preparation must be made.  No alternative arrangement will be accepted.
14.  No e-submissions please.
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Readings Relevant to Canada's American Relationship
Acland, Charles.  "Cultural Survival:  Sleeping with the Elephant" in Canadian Society:  Understanding and Surviving in the 1990s, eds.  Dan Glenday and Ann Duffy.  1994.

Axworthy, Thomas and P.E. Trudeau.  Towards a Just Society, 1989.

Bashevkin, Sylvia B.  True Patriot Love:  The Politics of Canadian Nationalism.  1991.

Berton, Pierre.  Why We Act Like Canadians.  1987.

Clement, W.  Continental Corporate Power.  1977.

Creighton, Donald.  Canada's First Century.  1970.

Creighton, Donald.  The Forked Road:  Canada, 1939-1957.  1976.

Creighton, Donald.  The Passionate Observer.  1980.

Flaherty, D. and F. Manning.  The Beaver Bites Back?  American Popular Culture in Canada.  1993.

Gordon, Walter.  Several entries.

Grabb, Edward and James Curtis.  Regions Apart.  2004.
Grant, George.  Lament for a Nation.  1965.  

Guenther, Victor.  American Investment:  Development or Domination?  1971.

Gwyn, Richard.  The 49th Paradox:  Canada in North America (Foreward and Part III, "The Other North Americans).  1985.

Harrison, Trevor and J.W. Friesen.  Canadian Society in the Twenty-First Century.  2004.
Hurtig, M.  The Betrayal of Canada.  1991.

Hurtig, M.  At Twilight in the Country:  Memoirs of a Canadian Nationalist.  1996.

Hurtig, M.  The Vanishing Country.  2002.
Hutcheson, J.  Dominance and Dependency.  1978.

Laxer, Gordon.  Open for Business:  The Roots of Foreign Ownership in Canada.  1989.
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Laxer, James.  Leap of Faith:  Free Trade and the Future of Canada.  1986.

Laxer,  James.  Stalking the Elephant:   My Discovery of America.  2000.
Laxer, Robert.  Canada Ltd.:  the political economy of dependency.  1973.

Levitt, K.  Silent Surrender.  1970.

Lumsden, Ian.  Close the 49th Parallel.  1970.

Mahant, E. and G.S. Mount.  An Introduction to Canadian American Relations.  1989.

Martin, Lawrence.  Pledge of Allegiance:  The Americanization of Canada in the Mulroney Years.  1993.

Mathews, Robin.  Canadian Identity.  1988.

McBride, S. and J. Shields.  Dismantling a Nation.  1993.

McDonald, Marci.  Yankee Doodle Dandy:  Brian Mulroney and the American Agenda.  1995.

Moffett, Samuel.  The Americanization of Canada.  1907.

Orchard, David.  The Fight for Canada.  1993.

Sauvé, Roger.  Borderlines:  What Canadians and Americans Should-But Don't-Know About Each Other.  1994.

Smith, Goldwin.  Canada and the Canadian Question.  1891.

Smythe, Dallas.  Dependency Road.  1981

Thomas, David.  Canada and the United States:  Differences That Count.  1993.

Warnock, John W.  Free Trade and the New Right Agenda.  1988.

Warnock, John W.  Partner to Behemoth:  The Military Policy of a Satellite Canada.  1970.

. . . / 9

Sociology 2207 YA


     
     9



     Dr. David A. Nock
COURSE OUTLINE





               
                  2006-2007
APPENDIX
On Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns

1. A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers by The Sociology Writing Group (1991, 1998).

2. The Sociology Student Writer’s Manual by William A. Johnson, Jr. et al. (1998).

3. The Students’ Companion to Sociology by Jon Gubbay et al. (1997).

4.  Making Sense:  a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey, 1983, 1993, 2002.  See especially 2002 with its new chapter on oral presentations.

5.  Making Sense in the Social Sciences:  a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey and Lorne Tepperman (1986).

6.  A Short Guide to Writing About Social Science, 4th Edition, by Lee Cuba (20002) or 2nd Edition currently in the Lakehead University library,

Please note that the 2002 edition of No. 4 by Margot Northey and the 1994 and 2002 edition of No. 6 by Lee Cuba have chapters on oral presentations.

7.  Strongly Recommended Website:  www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/
Students should BUY ONE of the first six books (Numbers 1-6).

7.
 Gage or Oxford Canadian Dictionary.

8.
Oxford, Penguin and Collins Dictionary(ies) of Sociology.

9.
Lambert, Stephen.  Great Jobs for Sociology Majors 1997.

 10.
Stephens, W. Richard Jr.  Careers in Sociology.  1999.
